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Editorôs Notes 
Jo Halpin Jones 

 
You will see quite a bit of blue and yellow around this edition of Village 
Voice to show solidarity with the appalling news from Ukraine.  By the 
time this VV comes out I dread to think what will be happening there.  I 
am alternately obsessed with flipping news channels to find out the 
latest or trying to resist turning the TV back on in order to retain a little 
peace of mind. Twenty-four-hour news coverage hovers seductively in 
the background.  There have been major conflicts in recent decades in the former 
Yugoslavia, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and others, but the situation in Ukraine has led to an 
intensity of coverage that I have never seen before. I suppose the closer to home, the 
more public interest it provokes, especially when instigated by what seems to be a 
deranged Putin.  No one man should have that amount of power.  Our thoughts are with 
them all - the soldiers, the civilians sheltering in bunkers, the emergency services, the 
fleeing refugees and those still waiting to see how far the Russian onslaught will spread. 
 
But rant over and back to our local reality:  Firstly, a big thank you to Dersingham artist 
Jill Ilett for her delightful springtime painting for our front cover.  It just so happened that 
the picture was predominantly blue and yellow, now somewhat accentuated by its border!  
If you are interested in buying this painting, do give Jill a ring on 01485 545798.  Jill will 
be joining others in opening her studio during Open Gardens in the autumn. 
 
We are starting to let you know what will be happening in and around the village to 
celebrate Her Majestyôs Platinum Jubilee. Our next edition, covering June and July, will 
be coming out a week or so early so that you can get last minute information on local 
events. Your former Village Voice editor, Tony Bubb, has very kindly offered to pull 
together and produce a souvenir programme which will be inserted in the centre of VV.  If 
you are planning any kind of activity, such as a street party, stalls, competitions, etc., then 
do contact him so that your events can go in the programme.  Email him at 
frostytrees@btinternet.com.  Please get your information to him by Tuesday 19th April, 
just after Easter. 
 
Thank you to our usual contributors for keeping us up to date with what is going on for 
them.  In this edition we give notice of upcoming events such as the Norfolk Hospice 
Tapping Houseôs Tulip Festival;  we report on the progress of the Dersingham Choral 
Society; hopefully entertain you with articles on hedgehogs, butterflies, Liz Fiddickôs final 
episode of Law and Order; and a description of a local rural farm childhood; and we let 
you know how you can put Green Cross signs and information in your house to help any 
emergency services find your medication and contact details of family and friends in case 
of incapacitation.  Finally, Village Voice Live is back ï details on the back cover. 
 
We hope you enjoy this edition of Village Voice and look forward to sharing with you all 
the local plans for The Queenôs Platinum Jubilee in the next issue ï some pleasant 
celebrations in these unsettled times.Ǐ 

mailto:frostytrees@btinternet.com
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Parish Council Chairmanôs Report 
Coral Shepherd 

 
When I became Chairman of the Parish Council in 2019 the future 
looked bright and rosy. Then within a few months the Covid pandemic 
took hold and we all had to learn how to live differently, not seeing loved 
ones, having to wear facemasks, keep social distancing, using Zoom, to 
mention a few. With the lifting of restrictions, we were all beginning to 
hope that we could start to return to normality. However, this all pales 
into insignificance with what is now happening in Ukraine. Despite 

exotic place names and the country being nearly 1500 miles to the east (less than the 
distance from here to southern Spain), we watch in horror at the shelling of towns and 
cities. Can this destruction of peopleôs homes really be happening in Europe in 2022?  
 
It makes me think of the terror that our parents and grandparents must have felt during 
the Second World War. My mother was fourteen when the war ended and although she 
spoke of many things, she never mentioned the fear that the family must have felt when 
going into their bomb shelter at night, never knowing if their home would still be standing 
the next morning, or if their family and friends would still be alive. Nor the separation from 
their father, again not knowing if they would ever see him again. I cannot comprehend 
what it must be like to run in fear of your life from your home to a foreign country, not 
knowing when you will ever be able to go back or if there will a home to return to.  
 
I am sure we all feel powerless at the sight of so much suffering, tears may flow, but I feel 
humbled at the strength and resolve of the Ukrainian people.  Who knows what the 
situation will be by the time you are reading this. Many thanks to everyone who has given 
so generously to the various appeals for goods and money for the refugees. I hope we 
can be as generous to those who make it to the UK from Ukraine. Sorry to have 
burdened you with my personal views, but the impact of this invasion will affect us all in 
some way or another. 
 
In the meantime, the Parish Council continues to look forward to the next few months. We 
are awaiting quotes for the supply of electricity for the street lighting in the village (the 
Parish Council is responsible for street lights away from main roads and bus routes); we 
are expecting and have planned for a significant rise in prices. Having opened the 
skatepark and provided new Christmas lighting, we have been looking at what residents 
have requested for the Recreation Ground. Unfortunately, we will not be able to do 
everything, so a five-year plan has been prepared to enable us to take some of the ideas 
forward. The plan is available to see on our website.  We are also busy with preparations 
for Her Majesty The Queenôs Platinum Jubilee celebrations at the beginning of June. This 
is set out in a separate article but there should be something for all tastes at some stage 
over the weekend. Hereôs hoping the weather is dry.  
 
Finally, my usual plea - would you like to make a difference to the village? We do have 
vacancies on the Parish Council for Councillors. If you are interested, if there is 
something you would like to be done or simply you want to be part of the decision making 
about what happens in the village, then we may be for you. You are welcome to attend 
any of our meetings to see what we do. Dates are publicised on the Parish Council 
website. If you would like to learn more, please contact myself or our clerk Sarah Bristow.  
clerk@dersingham.org.uk 
coral.shepherd@dersingham.org.uk  

mailto:clerk@dersingham.org.uk
mailto:coral.shepherd@dersingham.org.uk
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HER MAJESTY THE QUEENôS 
PLATINUM JUBILEE 

THURSDAY 2nd to SUNDAY 5th JUNE 
2022 

 
 
As we all know, this year Her Majesty the Queen 
is celebrating seventy years as our monarch. 
This is a unique world event and something that 
none of us will see again. 
 
This year, as usual, Her Majesty spent the 
anniversary of her fatherôs death at Sandringham 
and opened this year of celebration with a small 
event at Sandringham House. However, the main 
focus of the year will be the extended holiday weekend from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th 
June.   
 
National events will be as follows: 
 
Thursday 2nd Trooping the Colour and Beacon Lighting 
Friday 3rd  A national service of thanksgiving at St Pauls Cathedral  
Saturday 4th  The Epsom Derby and the Party at the Palace 
Sunday 5th The Big Jubilee Lunch and Pageant  
 
Plans are underway in Dersingham for our own celebrations and there will events on 
every day, so hopefully there should be something for everyone to help mark the 
occasion. So far we have the following: 
 
Thursday 2nd   Jubilee Exhibition at the Village Centre (on display for the whole 
   weekend) 
   Concert by children at the Village Centre followed by lighting of our 
   Beacon 
Friday 3rd  Coffee Morning at St Nicholas 
   Afternoon Tea at the Village Centre for platinum residents 
Saturday 4th  Fun Day at the Recreation Ground 
   Jubilee Jamboree at the Village Centre 
Sunday 5th  Service of Thanksgiving at St Nicholas Church 

 Cricket Festival and Picnic followed by live music and hog roast at 
 the Sports Ground 
 Big Lunch at the Recreation Ground 
 Street Parties 

 
Events at the Recreation Ground and Sports Ground will be free for all to attend (you will 
need to pay for food and drink for the Cricket Festival Hog Roast). You will need tickets 
for events at the Village Centre, so watch the village noticeboards and Facebook page for 
details of how to apply.  
 
We will be producing a full colour souvenir pull out detailing all of the village events in the 
next edition. If you are a club or group putting on an event not mentioned above and 
would like it publicised, please let Tony Bubb know at frostytrees@btinternet.com.    

mailto:frostytrees@btinternet.com
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News from Dersingham Village Centre 
Sue Payne, Chairman DVCA 

  
COVID 
All restrictions have currently been removed. While that is good news, 
some people may still be a little anxious, so we ask that Centre users and 
visitors be responsible and respectful, and also continue with good 
hygiene.  We will continue to supply hand sanitiser at all entry points to 
the Centre. 
 

Activities & Events 
Friendship Lunches (1st & 3rd Tuesdays): These are very popular, so we are asking 
diners to book by 12noon on the preceding Friday. 
Coffee Shop: The Tapping House fundraising team returned to the Coffee Shop on 
March 3rd  and will be in charge on the first Thursday each month. 
Village Cinema: The team are currently choosing films for the spring & summer.  The 
next few showings are: March 29th - In the Heights; April 26th - Love Sarah; May 31st - The 
Father. 
Village Voice Live returns on April 12th with a talk on Swaffhamôs Howard Carter, who 
discovered Tutankhamunôs tomb. 
Plans for our Platinum Jubilee event on Saturday June 4th are well underway. For more 
information, please read Graham Eleyôs article and the poster in this issue. 
 
Bookings: We cannot guarantee to provide an instant response to booking enquiries as 
there are often other factors to consider. Tom, our Bookings Secretary, is a volunteer, as 
are all the Trustees, but will normally reply to enquiries within two or three days.  
 
Village Centre Lottery  
February winners: numbers 2, 42 & 21 winning Ã24.75, Ã16.50 & Ã8.75 
March winners: numbers 22, 14 & 6 winning Ã24.75, Ã16.50 & Ã8.75 
 
Keep updated by checking notices at the Centre and around Dersingham and visit our 
website  www.dersinghamvillagecentre.org.uk where you can sign up for the regular 
newsletters. We have a Facebook Page and also post on the Dersingham Village 
Facebook Group. If you have any questions about the Centre, its activities or bookings, 
call our landline 01485 543195. An answerphone is in use so please leave a message 
with contact details, and someone will get back to you. 
 
Best wishes from all at the Centre.Ǐ 

http://www.dersinghamvillagecentre.org.uk
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DVCA Jubilee Celebration Event 2022 
 

The Queen came to the throne in 1952 and was crowned in 1953. To celebrate those 
occasions the Dersingham Village Centre Association (DVCA) is organising a ñJubilee 
Jamboreeò in the Village Centre on Saturday 4th June. 
 

The word ñjamboreeò may conjure up in your mind a Scouts and Guides rally, but in my 
dictionary it is also defined as a noisy celebration and party ï thatôs us!   
 

What will be there: 

¶ The St Nicholas Hall will be decorated with bunting, flags etc. 

¶ The tables and chairs will be arranged in street party style layout. 

¶ The tables will be laid in a look back to the 50s themes with additional decorations.  

¶ The food recipes will be from cookbooks of the 1950s ï no pizza or curry! 

¶ The music will be by The Summertime Kings whose style is rooted in the 50s. 

¶ The drinks, available at the bar, will include the 50sô favourite Babycham, in period 

glasses ï ask your mum or gran! 

¶ The guests will be you, the people of Dersingham, your children, family and 

friends. 
 

Buy some tickets from the Post Office and come along ï suitably dressed in 50s style if 
you wish to add to the occasion. If you have any items, pictures, etc that you feel will add 
to the event, please contact Graham Eley on 07901 896102. 

 RECREATION GROUND EVENTS 
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 Dersingham Choral Society 
        A new choir is born! 

 

Dersinghamôs new choir, with its new name to reflect its aims and branding, had its first 
rehearsal on Thursday 10th February at St Ceciliaôs Church, Dersingham.  And a word on 
the branding:  we want everyone to be proud of associating with the choir, and the logo 
appears on the music scores, the merchandise we sell, name badges, welcome packs 
and membership cards etc. 
 
Jan gave a welcome speech at the beginning and Simon, our Musical Director and 
Matthew, our Accompanist, then led proceedings. It was heartwarming to hear people 
singing again and enjoying themselves. 
 
Itôs hard to believe we have now had four rehearsals with a strong core of members 
providing a rousing sound to the music. There is much laughter in the rehearsals and 
people have acknowledged that they feel better afterwards.  
 
Of course, we want to build on this initial success and if you know anyone who wants to 
join our choir, either in Dersingham or from any of the outlying villages, please ask them 
to come along. Rehearsals are every Thursday from 7.00 to 9.00pm and doors will be 
open from 6.30pm. There are just a couple of forms to complete for registration. 
 
You can join the choir at any time during the term and we will ensure you are buddied up 
with another member to catch up with the music. You will still get two free weeks and 
payment structured for the remaining weeks of the term. 
 
We are appreciative of the kind comments at the end of the rehearsals and welcome 
suggestions and ideas from the choir members.  
 
We look forward to the choir becoming an established part of not just Dersinghamôs 
cultural programme but also that of other villages. 
 
We are planning another Open Day on Saturday 2nd April from 10.30am to 1.30pm at 
St Ceciliaôs Church.  And this time, not only will we be recruiting for the Choral Society 
but also gauging interest for a second choir that sings contemporary music.  
 
We look forward to meeting more people from Dersingham and surrounding villages. 
More information will be given on the Dersingham Village Facebook, on posters around 
the village and in Village Voice. 
 
If youôre unable to attend the Open Day, you can obtain more information by emailing 
oglenys88@gmail.com.  Ǐ 
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Tulips for Tapping 
 

Following on from last yearôs very successful fund
-raising event in aid of The Norfolk Hospice 
Tapping House, a field filled with a superb array of 

tulips will again be open to the public. 

 
The tulip field is located just off the A148 near the Knightôs Hill roundabout in Kingôs Lynn. 
The exact location will be released to ticket buyers.  Because of the unpredictable British 
weather, it cannot be known exactly when the bulbs will burst into bloom.  However, it is 
expected that the flowering will 
begin from late-April to mid-May, 
with final dates being confirmed 
in April, approximately one to two 
weeks before opening to the 
public. The field will then be open 
for ten days over a two-week 
period. 

 
The site will be open from 10am-
4pm and tickets will be released 
in 45-minute slots. There will be 
food and drink traders and toilet 
facilities at the field and ample 
parking.  The Norfolk Hospice 
Tapping House will be selling a 
selection of hospice and tulip merchandise. No dogs or drones are allowed on the field 
and due to the uneven terrain, wheelchair and pram use is discouraged. 

 
Tickets will be Ã5 per adult, Ã3 for children under 17 and free for under 5s. 

 
Tickets are expected to sell out quickly, so please follow The Norfolk Hospice on social 
media and keep an eye on their website for updates: www.norfolkhospice.org.uk/tulips  Ǐ 

Dersingham Open Gardens 2022 
Jane Jestice 

 
As we are well into 2022, we have begun planning for this yearôs Dersingham Open 
Gardens weekend. It will be held on September 3rd and 4th, so make sure you have put 
these dates on your calendar. 
 
Although it will be after the official celebrations of the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee, we 
thought it would be wonderful if the village could also celebrate the theme of the year in 
our front gardens for passersby to enjoy. The colour scheme could be red, white and 
blue, you could hang up bunting, or add royal references to the garden. So, get your 
thinking caps on as you have plenty of time to plan! 
 
If you think you would like to open your main garden this year and are not already on our 
list, please get in touch and we can tell you what it entails and answer any questions you 
may have. We have a village full of amazing gardeners, so letôs look forward to another 
wonderful Open Gardens. If you have any questions, or would like to find out more about 
opening your garden, contact Judy Collingham on jcairnscol@gmail.com. 

http://www.norfolkhospice.org.uk/tulips
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