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The weather had been unsettled for the few weeks leading up to April 4, Easter Sunday, the day on which it had been planned to 
hold a Gala Day on the car park at Budgens Supermarket in the village. The Gala Day had been inspired by the fact that James 
Graven, the owners of the supermarket, were this year celebrating 150 years of trading, and that, due to the law related to trading on 
Easter Sunday, the store would not be permitted to open. 

Jonathan James, Managing Director of the company, made a decision that this was a perfect opportunity to offer something back 
to the community his store serves, and offered any charity, club or organisation in the area a means by which they could raise funds to 
their benefit. The idea was that no charge would be made for the use of a pitch on the day, which would be available for trading 
between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm, a ‘free-to-use’ bouncy castle would be provided for children who attended, refreshment facilities 
would be available in the form of a burger van and a 1940s style ice cream bicycle, and as a tribute to the origins of the company, a 
traction engine, supplied by Tim Plumb from Heacham, would hark back to the time when James Graven started his engineering 
business in Ely, exporting all forms of agricultural machinery to many parts of the world.  

The weather has been mentioned because, as anybody who has had the task of planning an outdoor event in Britain will know, it 
is the one thing you cannot plan, and the omens on the day before the event were not good, with rain being forecast. 

It was, therefore, with some apprehension that the two organisers arrived at 8.00 am to start the task of setting up the area and 
allocating the stalls – that is if the booked stallholders had not been put off by the overcast sky! No worry! Everybody who had 
requested a stall turned up, resulting in stalls for the Carol Brown Health Centre’s Patient Participation Group, The Dersingham 
Evening Women’s Institute, The Dersingham Section of the Norfolk Constabulary, The Cat’s Protection League, Help for Heroes, 
Dersingham Cricket Club, Pets as Therapy, The Royal National Lifeboat Institute, Sunnyside Vets, Norfolk Hospice Tapping House 

and Dersingham Infant and Nursery School, these being supplemented by Dick Ropa’s Bouncy Castle, A local three-piece 
Jazz Band, Face Painter and Balloon Artist ‘Crazy Bananas’ and a very well received Charity Car Wash operated by the fire-
fighters from Sandringham Fire Station who are based in the village. 
     Then day turned out to be on the cool side, but was alleviated by some sunny spells which warmed up the atmosphere for 
a time before again turning to cloud, but, nevertheless, it did not rain! 
     Reports are that each of the stalls had had a satisfactory response to their efforts to raise funds, there ended up being about 
40 vehicles in the village which were a lot cleaner than they had been, and a good day had been enjoyed by all. 
     Rumour has it that, it having been so successful as a first effort, the company may repeat the event next year and it may 
well become an annual event, so watch your local notice boards and the Village Voice, and keep Easter Sunday 2011 free in 
your diary!�                                                                                                                                                               Bob Tipling    


