
                                                 £6 a minute! 

    On Saturday 11th July the 2nd Dersingham Brownies & Friends ran a very successful Coffee 
Morning for one of their members, Phoebe Ward. Phoebe, who is 7, has cerebral palsy and the 
Coffee morning was to raise money to aid in the purchase of a snap-dragon wheelchair for her. 
Phoebe would be able to operate the wheelchair herself via her head giving her a greater measure 
of independence, but it would also stand her up and set her to any height. Unfortunately, it costs 
£25,000, but a charity has pledged 80%, if her family can raise the remainder.  
    Her fellow Brownies wished to help, so a Coffee Morning was arranged, for which the Brownies 
made a variety of sweets to sell. There was also a cake stall, tombola, raffle and toy/gift stall. 
Particular thanks must be given to Catherine Oakes (Brownie Mum) and her family who produced 
colourful posters, contacted local businesses for contributions and collected donations. 
    The Brownies and Phoebe's family wish to thank everyone who came and supported the Coffee 
Morning, which was always busy and a great success. It was so successful that a cheque was 
presented by the Brownies to Phoebe at their next meeting for £800 - virtually £6 a minute! 
    Anyone who would like any further information or would like to make a donation should contact 
Phoebe's Mum, Victoria Ward, on 01485 544739. �                                                       Lynn Wheeler 
 
 
 

Swine Flu   
 
 

the panic spreads! 



   Hunstanton & District Lions Club  
 
 
 Our raffle for the pair of Bottecchia 803 Ladies & Mens bicycles is now 
over. All 2000 tickets have been sold and by the time you read this 
Newsletter the draw will have taken place. The name of the lucky winner will 
be published in the December edition of “Village Voice”. Thank you for 
supporting this raffle. It gave us in excess of £1000.00 for our Charity funds. 

We also thank Messes “Fat Birds” for supplying and servicing these super bikes. Watch out for our 
next exiting raffle.  
    August saw our “Bowls Weekend” at Old Hunstanton Social Club. There was a Pairs 
Tournament on the Saturday and a “Triples” on the Sunday. What a change from last year when it 
was cold and wet. This year the sun blazed down on us all weekend. Luckily the Club had brought 
in some extra real ales which were greatly appreciated. Thank you all for supporting this event 
which we hope will now be held annually. The winners of the Pairs were Rod Foster and Jean 
Neighbour, and the Triples was Lee Drivers team with Lee, Neil Kenny and Peter Dennis. 
Runners-up were Dave Ruddle, John Pesci and Glen Pooley. Congratulations to all of you. We 
also have to thank three small girls who unbeknown to us organised painting the finger nails of 
visitors, and at the end of the Sunday they gave us their proceeds which was well over Ten 
Pounds. Thank you very much Tanika, Jasmine and Hayley.  
    Our Car Boot Sales have been very successful this year, being the first year we have held them 
at the Glebe School. We will let you know next years dates in the April edition, and we thank the 
Glebe for allowing us to use their facilities.  
    On Saturday September 12th we held a “Race Night” in conjunction with the local “Naval 
Association” which helped them to raise much needed funds for their group.  
On Friday November 20th we will be out and about collecting for the “Children in Need” day. 
Look out for us and please give generously to this very worthy cause. All we collect on this night 
goes directly to “Children in Need”.  
    The winners of our “200 Club” in July were P. Sutton, Mrs.M. Sarsby, Val Rybak and J. & P.D. 
Harrod, and in August were V.Duggard, A.R. Hannay, Mrs. P. Burville and Richard Bird. 
Finally an early reminder that we are again holding our “Christmas Grotto” and “Craft Fair” in 
Hunstanton Town Hall, and full details will be in the December issue. However if you would like 
to book a stall at the Craft Fair please call Ian on 01485 533108 during the day. 
    Lions Clubs International is the worlds’ largest service club organisation with 1.3 million 
members in 45000 clubs in 205 countries and geographic areas. Founded in 1917 we are people 
who volunteer our time for good causes. Remember our motto is “ We Serve “, so as ever if you 
think you know of somebody or organisation who we may be able to help, please let us know. �                                                         

                                                                                                                                          Peter Mills 
 

EXHIBITION OF PORTRAITS 
    Dersingham photographer Jo Halpin Jones is holding an exhibition with two fellows artists: 
Barbara King, a painter; and Kay Manning, a sculptress. They all have a love of creating portraits 
and are coming together to show how each artform can capture the essence of a person. If you 
might be interested in commissioning a portrait, the artists will be available for discussion. 
Otherwise just come and enjoy the exhibition. Prints, cards and calendars also for sale. 
    The exhibition will be at “The Stables”, the Gin Trap Inn, Ringstead, from Saturday 24th 
October to Sunday 1st November, open daily from 10am to 4pm.  
Further information from Jo on 01485 541790. 







 What the lifeboat has been up to 
Saturday 25th July 
Yarmouth Coastguard requested the launch of the Hunstanton Lifeboat in response to a 999 report 
of a balloon with a basket coming down in the wash off Old Hunstanton. Other reports from the 
Lincolnshire coast were reported to the Coastguard of red flares being sighted in the general 
direction of Hunstanton. Our Lifeboat carried out a search from Hunstanton down towards Kings 
Lynn. The local Coastguard team also searched the area. After one hour of searching nothing was 
found. It was believed to have been a false alarm with good intent, and the flare reports were most 
likely to have been fireworks. A local Hotel had had a display using, amongst others, one that was 
described as a Chinese lantern and could have been mistaken for a balloon. 
Saturday 31st July At 3.16pm, in response to a 999 report of an inflatable dinghy drifting out to sea 
about ¾ mile off old Hunstanton, Yarmouth Coastguard requested the launch of Hunstanton 
Lifeboat. Nine minutes later, at 3.25pm, our Lifeboat was launched. On arrival at the scene it was 
established that the inflatable was a blow up dolphin with no persons with it. After consultation 
with the local Coastguard team, and the informant, it was agreed that it was a false alarm with 
good intent and our Lifeboat was stood down and returned to the Boathouse. 
Thursday 6th August At 4.15pm Yarmouth Coastguard requested the launch of both our Lifeboat 
and Hovercraft, together with the all weather Lifeboat from Skegness, in response to a MAYDAY 
call from the yacht Antigua sinking in the Freeman Channel. The Skipper of the Antigua was taken 
on board the vessel Conservancy, but in the process the hull of the Conservancy was damaged. 
The Antigua sank and the Conservancy was taking in water. On arrival at the scene our Hovercraft 
transferred a portable pump to the Conservancy whilst our Lifeboat took the Skipper of the 
Antigua on board. Our Lifeboat then stood by until the Skegness Lifeboat arrived. Antigua’s 
Skipper was then transferred to the Skegness Lifeboat and both our Lifeboat and the Skegness 
Lifeboat escorted the Conservancy up to Fosdyke. 
Friday 14th August – 2050 hrs (8.50pm) Yarmouth Coastguard (CG) requested the launch of our 
Lifeboat in response to a report of a cabin cruiser having fouled his prop in the Freeman Channel 
and in need of assistance with two persons on board. The casualty’s only means of communication 
was by mobile phone. He was not sure of his exact position, and the Coastguard was not able to 
DF him as he did not have VHF radio. This resulted in a prolonged search of a large area 
hampered by shallow water. Boston pilot cutter also assisted using his radar to sweep the search 
area. Yarmouth Coastguard requested the assistance of a Rescue Helicopter which arrived on the 
scene at 0030 hrs and located the casualty at 0105 hrs some distance from the search area and 
relayed the position to our Lifeboat which went alongside the vessel. The Rescue Helicopter stood 
by until our Lifeboat made good the tow and started towing the casualty to Boston. The Rescue 
Helicopter was then stood down. Our Lifeboat finally moored the casualty up in Boston at 0400 
hrs and commenced the return to our Boathouse. Meanwhile our shore crew prepared our 
Hovercraft and made it ready to ferry fuel out to the Lifeboat if required. At 0415 hrs crew 
member Ian Devenny reported that they were low on fuel. Our Hovercraft was launched at 0425 
hrs to rendezvous with our Lifeboat with further supplies of fuel to enable a safe return to the 
Boathouse. Our Lifeboat had been at sea some seven hours including a 14 mile tow against the tide 
towing the 28 ft. cabin cruiser. 
Sunday 23rd August At 0850hrs Yarmouth Coastguard requested the launch of our Lifeboat in 
response to a MAYDAY call from a Kayak needing assistance while crossing the Wash. Our 
Lifeboat arrived on the scene at 0920hrs and reported that they had the casualty on board. Two 
Kayaks were involved and one person was experiencing acute seasickness due to the rougher 
conditions in the centre of Wash. Both were fully equipped for their journey: having proper suits, 
life jackets, flares and VHF radio thus making their rescue very quick and positive. Both persons - 
who were exceedingly grateful to our crew - were brought back to Hunstanton Boathouse and 
given a warm drink. There is a clear message demonstrated in this incident. If you go to sea 
properly equipped it helps us to help you. 


